Recalling that many peasants all over the world have fought throughout history for the recognition of their rights and for just and free societies, Considering that the current development of agriculture, speculation on food products and large-scale land acquisitions and leases in many parts of the world threaten the lives of millions of peasants, Considering the increasing concentration of the food systems in the world in the hands of a small number of transnational corporations, Acknowledging that small-scale peasant agriculture, fishing and livestock-rearing can contribute to securing sustainable food production for all,
Considering that peasants constitute a specific social group which is so vulnerable that the protection of their rights requires special measures to make sure that States respect, protect and fulfil their human rights, Believing that this Declaration is an essential step towards the recognition, promotion and protection of the rights of peasants, Recognizing and reaffirming that peasants are entitled without discrimination to all human rights recognized in international law, Solemnly adopts the following Declaration on the rights of peasants and other people working in rural areas:
Article 1 Definition of peasants

1.
A peasant is a man or woman of the land, who has a direct and special relationship with the land and nature through the production of food or other agricultural products. Peasants work the land themselves and rely above all on family labour and other smallscale forms of organizing labour. Peasants are traditionally embedded in their local communities and they take care of local landscapes and of agro-ecological systems.
2.
The term peasant can apply to any person engaged in agriculture, cattle-raising, pastoralism, handicrafts related to agriculture or a similar occupation in a rural area. This includes indigenous people working on the land.
3.
The term peasant also applies to the landless. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations definition, the following categories of people are considered to be landless and are likely to face difficulties in ensuring their livelihood: (a) Agricultural labour households with little or no land; (b) Non-agricultural households in rural areas, with little or no land, whose members are engaged in various activities such as fishing, making crafts for the local market, or providing services; (c) Other rural households of pastoralists, nomads, peasants practising shifting cultivation, hunters and gatherers, and people with similar livelihoods.
Article 2 Rights of peasants
1.
All peasants, women and men, have equal rights.
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2.
Peasants have the right to the full enjoyment, individually and collectively, of all human rights and fundamental freedoms as recognized in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international human rights instruments.
3.
Peasants are free and equal to all other peoples and have the right to be free from any kind of discrimination in the exercise of their rights, in particular to be free from discrimination based on their economic, social and cultural status.
4.
Peasants have the right to participate in policy design, decision-making, implementation, and monitoring of any project, programme or policy affecting their land and territories.
5.
Peasants have the right to food sovereignty, which comprises the right to healthy and culturally appropriate food produced through ecologically sound and sustainable methods, and the right to define their own food and agriculture systems.
Article 3 Right to life and to an adequate standard of living
1.
Peasants have the right to physical integrity, not to be harassed, evicted, persecuted, arbitrarily arrested, and killed for defending their rights.
2.
Peasants have the right to live in dignity.
3.
Peasants have the right to an adequate standard of living, which includes the right to an adequate income to fulfil their basic needs and those of their families.
4.
Peasants have the right to adequate, healthy, nutritious, and affordable food, and to maintain their traditional food cultures.
5.
Peasants have the right to consume their own agricultural production and to use this to satisfy their families' basic needs, and the right to distribute their agricultural production to other people.
6.
Peasants have the right to safe drinking water, sanitation, means of transportation, electricity, communication and leisure.
7.
Peasants have the right to adequate housing and clothing.
8.
Peasants have the right to education and training.
9.
Peasants have the right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. They have the right to have access to health services and medicine, even when they live in remote areas. They also have the right to use and develop traditional medicine.
10.
Peasants have the right to live a healthy life, and not to be affected by the contamination of agrochemicals, such as chemical pesticides and fertilizers.
11.
Peasant women have the right to be protected from domestic violence, physical, sexual, verbal and psychological.
12.
Peasant women have the right to control their own bodies and to reject the use of their bodies for commercial purposes.
13.
Peasants have the right to decide about the number of children they want to have, and about the contraceptive methods they want to use.
14.
Peasants have the right to the full realization of their sexual and reproductive rights.
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Article 4 Right to land and territory
1.
Peasants have the right to own land, individually or collectively, for their housing and farming.
2.
Peasants and their families have the right to toil on their own land, and to produce agricultural products, to rear livestock, to hunt and gather, and to fish in their territories.
3.
Peasants have the right to toil on and own unused land on which they depend for their livelihood.
4.
Peasants have the right to manage, conserve, and benefit from forests and fishing grounds.
5.
Peasants have the right to security of tenure and not to be forcibly evicted from their lands and territories. No relocation should take place without free, prior and informed consent of the peasants concerned and after agreement on just and fair compensation and, where possible, with the option of return.
6.
Peasants have the right to benefit from land reform. Latifundia must not be allowed. Land has to fulfil its social function. Land ceilings to landownership should be introduced whenever necessary in order to ensure equitable access to land.
Article 5 Right to seeds and traditional agricultural knowledge and practice
1.
Peasants have the right to determine the varieties of the seeds they want to plant.
2.
Peasants have the right to reject varieties of plants which they consider to be dangerous economically, ecologically and culturally.
3.
Peasants have the right to reject the industrial model of agriculture.
4.
Peasants have the right to conserve and develop their local knowledge in agriculture, fishing and livestock rearing.
5.
Peasants have the right to use agriculture, fishing and livestock-rearing facilities.
6.
Peasants have the right to choose their own products and varieties, and ways of farming, fishing and livestock rearing, individually or collectively.
7.
Peasants have the right to use their own technology or the technology they choose guided by the need to protect human health and environmental conservation.
8.
Peasants have the right to grow and develop their own varieties and to exchange, to give or to sell their seeds.
Article 6
Right to means of agricultural production 1.
Peasants have the right to obtain credit and the materials and tools needed for their agricultural activity.
2.
Peasants have the right to obtain technical assistance, production tools and other appropriate technology to increase their productivity, in ways that respect their social, cultural and ethical values.
3.
Peasants have the right to water for irrigation and agricultural production in sustainable production systems controlled by local communities. They have the right to use the water resources in their land and territories.
4.
Peasants have the right to means of transportation, drying and storage facilities for selling their products on local markets.
5.
Peasants have the right to be involved in the planning, formulation and adoption of local and national budgets for agriculture.
Article 7 Right to information
1.
Peasants have the right to obtain adequate information related to peasants' needs, including about capital, markets, policies, prices and technology.
2.
Peasants have the right to obtain adequate information about goods and services, and to decide what and how they want to produce and consume.
3.
Peasants have the right to obtain adequate information at the national and international levels on the preservation of genetic resources.
Article 8
Freedom to determine price and market for agricultural production 1.
Peasants have the right to prioritize their agricultural production for their families' needs. They have the right to store their production to ensure the satisfaction of their basic needs and those of their families.
2.
Peasants have the right to sell their products on traditional local markets.
3.
Peasants have the right to determine the price, individually or collectively.
4.
Peasants have the right to obtain a fair price for their production.
5.
Peasants have the right to obtain fair payment for their work, to fulfil their basic needs and those of their families.
6.
Peasants have the right to a fair and impartial system of evaluation of the quality of their products, nationally and internationally.
7.
Peasants have the right to develop community-based commercialization systems in order to guarantee food sovereignty.
Article 9 Right to the protection of agricultural values
1.
Peasants have the right to the recognition and protection of their culture and local agricultural values.
2.
Peasants have the right to develop and preserve local knowledge in agriculture.
3.
Peasants have the right to reject interventions that can destroy local agricultural values.
